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Pastor’s Ponderings
May, 2020

Dear Christian Brothers and Sisters,

renI:I sie We are, St’l’n wondering when our lives will

m to normal”. As of this writin 1
are slowly beginng ; g some places
we are in due fo thisg 0 emerg_e from this surreal state
fast we'll emer 3 nlsmfnge virus; how far and how

As we knowg g epe il fell,..
homasias tak’ countless discussions in count}ess
Srndita: en place; some of these discussions
Rl » Some skepticism, and some disbelief.

ons have run the gamut, as have proposed
solutions from al] walks.

L Thoughtful Christians and those familiar with the
Bible should look at our current situation from God’s
Perspective. If we believe that the Lord is ultimately
In charge of everything that takes place on this earth,
we understand that God is well-aware of our plight,
and has allowed it to occur. The book of Daniel
reminds us “God does as He pleases with the powers of
heaven and the peoples of the earth. No one can hold back
His hand or say to Him, “What have You done?” (Daniel
4:35).

Next, the questions come; “Can we discern the
voice of the Lord in all this? What is the Lord trying
to tell us, if anything?” We can answer by asking
another question: “What was God trying to tell His
people of old when they would encounter trials and
tests of their faith?”

Many are the times when the Lord would “get the
attention” of the nation of Israel when they would fall
into idolatry and take their eyes off of Him (see the
Book of Judges). There are plenty of us in our day
who take our eyes off Christ and fall into any number
of forms of idolatry. This happens whenever we say
“no” to God and “yes” to our own will, which often
runs contrary to His. Our “idols” can be anything that
takes precedence over our relationship to God.

As a whole, we, as a country, are living contrary to
the will of God with another idol in place - the idol of

. 1
self. Lost are the words of Jesus which tell us to deny

ourselves, take up our cross and follow Him. To taulf}e :lfP:) .
the cross is to seek God first, be prepared to sutte

His namesake, all the while following Jesus and
trusting Him. L

I believe our Lord is using this currex}t 91515 it
our time to get our attention. He is ren_undmg Psb d
we need Him for everything that pertains to this bocy
and life, and we are to acknowledge Him 1n all @ngs
and thank Him continually for granting us blessing
after blessing, day after day.

The Lordgv:'an)t; us to ac)llmowledge that His Wor d
is truth (John 17:17) and we are to believe it and live
consistently by that Word. We are never t0 !1ve n
gross, blatant sin and follow its dictates. This holds
true for everyone born into this world.

Unfortunately, so many people have chose.n to
forsake the Word of the Lord and participate imn
whatever the sinful mind of man can dredge up. We
know that in time it spills over into every corner of
society. We see it all over. The Lord is leaving us a
poignant and serious message. It's no mistake that
He has allowed America’s corporate worship to be
stricken from our landscape and to have other things
plucked away from us, including the livelihood of
many. Now, many can see how empty life can be
without worshipping the Lord often and together,
how much we need Him, and that the superficial can
never fill the God-shaped void in the heart of man. It
doesn’t work.

When the time comes for us to return to “normal”,
hopefully our new “normal” will be much different in
that Jesus Christ and the will of God will occupy our
thoughts more than ever. Pray fervently that it be so!

See You in Church (soon, I hope)!

Pastor Duffy



Workers for the Lord in May

Acolytes: Bentley Olson

Chase Uden
Bridger Kroos
Blake Steer

Shelbi Goldenstein

Altar Guild: Sharon Duffy

Bev Nixon
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Lawney Knuth
Bentley Olson
Rosie Schroeder
Harper Hanson
Diane Kroll
Chris Shelton
Chris Bolton
Bricyn Jameson
Jamie Porterfield
Carissa Chandler
Chris Powell
Joe Bittfield
Sarah Woodman
Bill Nabower
Dusty Augustin
Miles Bittfield
Lydia Adams
Hailey Morrow
Austin Mack
Blake Ehly
Julian Tucker
Angelo Wiese

Ushers: Zach Jacobitz

Glen Kuehn
Tony Greigo

Money Counters:

Elder: Mike Engelhardt

Synod Chaplain Issues Scripture Memory Challenge

The LCMS has a suggestion for how to spend some of your free

time during the pandemic: Memorize Verses of Scripture together!

The Director of Worship and International Center, Chaplain Rev.Sean Daenzer
issued The Psalm 91 Challenge over LCMS social media, encouraging members
of the Synod to memorize the psalm over a couple of weeks. LCMS Commun-
ications decided to take the opportunity to launch a memory initiative. The verses
will be selected primarily from the Gospels and Epistles. Most of the selections
will be short, just one or two verses at a time.

Daenzer said that “memorizing scripture is a valuable practice for Christians, eve
in the digital age, we’re so connected with everything digitally, and we have infor-
mation at our fingertips, but if that were ever to go out, what would we know? Al-
most nothing.” When Jonah was in the belly of the whale, it was too late to pull
out his Bible. It was too late to grab his catechism and his hymnal. .. The great
song of Jonah in Chapter 2 is nothing but pieces of the psalms stitched together.
They're childhood memory verses and bedtime prayers that he was able to use in
the total darkness of the whale to pray faithfully, to bring God's Word to bear on
his situation, and to comfort himself in the midst of great distress. “And that's
exactly why we learn the Scriptures now: We never know when pérsecution

may come, when technology or even access to Bibles and churches may go away.
We're getting a taste of that now in the quarantine time. So it drives home the
point that we need to have Scripture . . . on our hearts and minds.”

Daenzer offered a few tips for effective memorization:

“Small, short bites, repeated many times, are way better than one giant
‘cram’ session. Take 2 minutes every night and say it through twice together,
or once in the moming and once in the evening.”

“Music always helps us to memorize more easily and then retain it. Sing any-
thing that can be sung, either to a tune you know, or to a simple tone like one
of the psalm tones in the hymnal”.

If you have a Bible translation they you've started memorizing in, don't feel
like you have to switch translations whenever a new one comes along.
Whatever you're familiar with will be just fine.”

To access memory verse challenges, visit lcms.org/memoryverse or the LCMS
Facebook page at facebook.com/TheL CMS. :
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May 7th

[13.\4 .
(Thurs) . prynaLDay of Prayers

Pray_ the Prayer at Noon
National Observance 7-9 PM CT

;ghsa?:én:nff_{raioi?( IS “I?ray God's Glory Across the Earth”
Sor e dant w'Ilab uk 2.14: and reminds us that his promise,
Lord g e tI e filled with the kn_owledge of the glory of the
Deyof By aTers, covers the sea.” s for us today. Nationa!
ik yer Task Forpe President, Kathy Branzell, put it this
Th'y’ ”Pf?qederzted zf/mes call for unprecedented prayer!

I8 years ‘virtual' National Day of Prayer Observance , may
have more prayer — and more ‘pray-ers’ than ever before!’
Although the annual observance will look very different this
year because of the corona crisis and resulting economic
crisis, it will not be shut down nor postponed - but it will look
very different from past years. Focusing on digital platforms,
this year's ‘virtual' format has the potential to become the
largest prayer ‘gathering in history — with millions praying
together, individually. The National Day of Prayer
Observance Broadcast will be broadcast, streamed, and
posted in many ways including their website, seen LIVE on
their Facebook page and cross-posted by many of their
ministry partners. It will be viewed on television on GodTV,
Daystar, NLC, and Brio TV, with more stations to come, and on
radio through Moody and Bott Radio Networks.

May 10" (Sun.) Happy Mother’s Day!

May 13™ OGT Pack and Sort
(Wed.) Day 10AM-2PM

St. Paul's monthly pack and sort day at the Grand Island
warehouse. Pool rides from the church at 9:00 AM.
Questions? Contact Bev Nixon.

Payton Morr(ﬁ

May Coming Events

May 13" Fellowship League
(Wed)  8:00PM

May 14th Confirmation Questioning 6:00 PM
(Thurs.) Confirmands will answer -
questions of faith and Lutheran catechism.

Confirmands for 2020

Bridger Kroos Blake Steer

May 17th ¢ Confirmation 10:00 AM

(Sun.)  10:00 AM : i
Confirmation will take place during the worship
service.

May 18"  June Newsletter Deadline . b
(Mon.) Summer is around the corner, please inclu
any summer activities, special events Or anmv‘;arsanes

and volunteer lists to me by Monday, May 18", Place

the info on the desk in the workroom. Contact Debbie
deadline.

Rasberry if you have questions or miss the

May 21%  Ascension of Our Lord

(Thurs.)

May 25" Memorial Day (observed) '
(Mon.) Pray for all military past and presgqt who have paid
the ultimate cost on behalf of the U.S. & its citizens.

May 26th LWML 7:30 PM o
(Tues.) All women of the congregation are invited to join
us for a topical Bible study from the “Quarterly”.
Ingathering: Lint rollers, new socks and underwear (all
ages and sizes) for Orphan Grain Train & Mites.

May 27" LLL

May 25" Memorial Day (observed)
(Mon.) Pray for all military past and present who have paid
the ultimate cost on behalf of the U.S. &its citizens.

May 31st Day of Pentecost
(Sun.)  The day the Holy Spirit comes (50 days
after Passover). Read Acts 1:8 and Acts 2.



June Upcoming Events

Summer Schedule
Begins Sunday, June 7th

9:30 AM ¢ Worship Service ¢

Fellowship Coffees to be decided. Watch for sign-up
sheet.

VBS to be decided. Health restrictions will need to be

lifted to allow for gatherings of 50 or more.  Watch for
more info as it becomes available.

" Annual Camp
Luther Weekend
Sat., June 6% - Sun., June 7t 2020
FREE-WILL DONATION

Join in for the annual open house event, where people of
all ages will have the chance to experience camp! The
weekend will include activities like canoeing, archery,
hiking, swimming, and more, including outdoor worship
and lunch on Sunday. Come Saturday and/or Sunday or
contact Camp Luther to reserve overnight stays. If you
would like to spend the night, please call ahead to hold a
spot (402)352-5655 or email Camp Luther at
www.campluther.org A determination about the event
will be made on May 15t,

Kenesaw City-Wide Garage Sales
Fri, June 12 5 - 8:00 PM
Sat., June 13" 7:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Now is the time to sign-up. Call the Village office if you
have questionsl.

Save your treasures for the. . .
South Central Nebraska Right to Life

GARAGE & BAKE SALE FUNDRAISER

June 15 - June 20, 2020
St. Michael's Elementary School Gym, Hastings

South Central NE Right to Life volunteers will be accepting all
gently used “pre-priced* furniture, housewares, collectibles,
clothing and miscellaneous. TV's, Computers and broken
appliances and electronics will not be accepted. Baked goods
needed also! If you have a talent for making pies, cookies,
brownies or kolaches, we would love to have them!

Funds raised go towards the yearly Billboard expense in and
around Hastings. Watch for more info and donation drop off
times closer to the event. Stay tuned to their Facebook and
Website for more details.

Happenings at St. Paul’s

Thanks to everyone for attending Orville’ birthday
and/or sending cards. He enjoyed it so much. We
are so blessed. Onville (Wiese), Kathy and Kids

3 sk ok o ok ok o o ok ok ok ok ok ok ok sk ook ok
We continue to lift up in prayer the family and friends of
Larry Hersh aged 81 whe passed away Tuesday, April
21, 2020.

stk sk e sk sk s stk ok ok ok sk o

Thanks to the Kroos family for helping get the
Sunday Services and bulletins out on the website.
Our Sunday Service can be watched at

http://stpaulskenesaw.org

LWML South District Convention
September 18-19, 2020
Younes Center, Keamey

#2020 Vision For All Luke 2:29-32

Make plans to attend the convention. All the details and
the registration form will be in the Summer issue of the
Echo (out this month) but are subject to change due to
the corona virus crisis. We will lift up our voices in song
and prayer as we continue to spread God's message of
love. Mission speakers will update you on the work they
are doing. Rev, Robert Roegner and his wife, Kristi, will
inform us about their work with Apple of His Eye
Ministries as they share Jesus’ love with the Jewish
Communities in Israel. We will be in fellowship as we
study the Word of God, renew old friendships and make
new ones too. www.lwminesouth.org

3ok 3k sfe s ok s sk ok o sk sk ks skesfeskskeok
College Scholarship Applicants Take Note!

Applications for the LWML Nebraska South

District Scholarships are Due JUNE 1, 2020.

Application forms and details can be found at
www.lwmlnesouth.org.

Now is also the time to apply for scholarships from
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church. For more information
and application form, contact Sarah Kroos,
Scholarship Coordinator.




MISSION NEWS

Dear Friends in Christ April 17, 2020

Th
5 ank you very much for your generous contribution of $420.00 to Orphan Grain Train for Orphanage
rozersk #2 8333 Kenesaw received April 16, 2020

Orphaned children in many countries lack basic necessities, such as a warm coat, a toothbrush, or shoes
that.ﬂt. Your donation helps provide these and other items such as food, medicine, vitamins, school needs,
hygiene supplies and other necessary items. Because of generous donors like you, poor children in 80
orph_anages are now being shown God's mercy through the work of Orphan Grain Train. Thank you for
helping to improve the lives of these precious little ones

Sincerely in the Lord,
Rev. Ray S. Wilke, President
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Our dear Co-workers for Christ at St. Paul’s, Kenesaw March 11, 2020

Your gift for the work of our dear Lord Jesus is such a blessing!  More than you really realize, because
still so, so many people don't realize that our missionaries have to raise 100% of their own support. We
work day and night here at the Lord’s Mission Central to try to help them, so they can go on your behalf to
tell people in lands of darkness about our Jesus! ‘We have known Jesus our whole lives, but so many have
never heard HIS name! We MUST send people to tell them! We live in a dark world that needs Jesus, and
your gift is such a blessing! Yes we live in a dark world that is filled with FEAR, especially today with this
Corona Virus and people are SO AFRAID! We forget the words of our dear Lord Jesus who said: “PEACE
| LEAVE WITH YOU; MY PEACE | GIVE YOU. I DO NOT GIVE TO YOU AS THE WORLD GIVES. DO
NOT LET YOUR HEARTS BE TROUBLED. AND DO NOT BE AFRAID!” John 14:27. And, then again in
John 16:33 “I HAVE TOLD YOU THESE THINGS SO THAT IN ME YOU MAY HAVE PEACE. IN THIS
WORLD YOU WILL HAVE TROUBLE, BUT TAKE HEART, | HAVE OVERCOME THE WORLD!" These
are the words of comfort for all of us in this journey we call life! The whole world seems to forget these
words ‘and we must share these words of our Jesus with all people. We don't have to be in fear and be
afraid, because our Lord is with us!

What a joy and blessing to receive your gift of love March 6 of $100.00. | am so grateful that your
congregation has been so mission minded, and Pastor Brian Gauthier and his family in Panama appreciate
your prayers, love and support. God bless you for your kindness, and without your help we couldn't keep

this family in Panama.

Your Co-workers for Christ,
Old Missionary Gary and Missionary Brent
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RAYER GUIDE FOR
MISSION GRANTS
Prayers for Trinity Lutheran Church
in Mobile, Alabama to expand
its outreach to those in need by making
transportation available

PRAYER #]

3 Lord God, we come before You today in prayer for Trini-
-ty Lutheran Church of Mobile, Alabama, Send Your Holy

Spirit throughout the community so that the Good News

145 of Christ Jesus is shared with those who are hurting
¢ in body and soul. May a bus providing transportation
& benefit their ministry. Thank You for these faith-filed
% servants. In Jesus' name. Amen,

PRAYER #2

- Father, Lord of all, as the Good News of salvation
& through Christ is proclaimed, be with the teachers and
“& children of Trinity Lutheran School. Bless each one

“ & with Your love and mercy. Be with the parents of these
. children as they daily bring the little ones to hear of Your
"¢ love. May a bus bless their outreach so Your peace and
¢ love will be shared to the community. In Jesus' name.

~ Amen.

PRAYER #3

.+ Lord God, provider of all our needs, bless the ministry of
.+ Trinity Lutheran Church as they gather as a community
.+ of believers who desire to give praise and thanks for

= the goodness You have given to each of them., Please

~+ use each member of Trinity to share Jesus Christ as
they connect with others through the school and the

& other ministries of Trinity. We pray for each one of these

servants. Bless this congregation with the bus chosen to

& best meet the school and community needs, bringing all

4o study Your Word and worship You! In our Lord Jesus'
name, we pray. Amen.

PRAVER #4

i Heavenly Father, we thank You for the women of LWML
' vith their hearts for missions. You empower us to pray

! for and support this ministry which is seeking to provide

a bus for transportation needs. May You bless each mite
- offering as we work together in service fo You. In Jesus' |

© ' name. Amen, ‘I" j
i : ®

iS5 'www}.h.t'ml.org/missio;_rs-grants

' \CUT ORFOLD THIS LWML PRAYER GUIDE ON THE

WHITE DOTTED LINE AND KEEP IN YOUR BIBLES FOR
" DAILY MISSION SUPPORT REMINDERS. y

S AR AR R i e S i a s i i e

WML

2019-2021 LWML MISSION GRANT #10

Mission Grant Pyer Gride oty N
TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
TRANSPORTATION
Mobile, Alabama — $58,000

As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another,
as good stewards of God's varied grace (1 Peter 4:10).

Trinity Lutheran Church of Mobile, Alabama, and their pastor, Rev. Dr.
Ulmer Marshall, have a genuine heart for the people in their community.
They seek many and diverse ways to connect and serve those who are often
under-served and overlooked. As Rev. Marshall has shared with his congrega-
tion, “A church is in a community to serve that community. It’s our job.”

The school of Trinity Lutheran is the last remaining school begun through
Rosa Young’s ministry located in Mobile, Alabama. With prayer, patience,
and its Christ-centered purpose, Trinity Lutheran School serves 200 students

* from infants through fifth graders. All the students qualify for free lunches,

and many receive tuition assistance. Its after school program and Good News
Bible Club reaches an additional 45 students.

Trinity Lutheran has remained a stronghold of Christ-centered education in

a community dealing with inter-generational poverty and the challenges of
urban living by “promoting Christian faith and life-long learning of the whole
child in a changing world.” Most parents of the children at Trinity are single

moms under age 30, who are un- or under-employed, and live in substandard
housing.

Because Trinity Lutheran Church is serving the most vulnerable people in
their community, this ministry is committed to providing assistance to meet
some of the physical needs as well as the spiritual needs of those in the ar-
ea. The Ministry in Motion at Trinity in Mobile, Alabama grant funds will
enable Trinity to purchase a sturdy, handicapped accessible, and well-built
church bus for elders, school children, neighbors, and church members to
participate in church and school ministries both on and off campus.

For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD,

plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future
and a hope (Jeremiah 29:11).

www.hvml.org/mission-grants

_i,_
S LWML

Lutheran Women in Mission

| T S T




LCMS
STEWARDSHIP MINISTRY NEWSLETTER ARTICLE — MAY 2020

Our Savior calls s 3
Us to follow Him in generosity. “For | have given you an example, that you also should do

: > 10 you.” (John 13:15 ' ' i f course.
Praise God - that job's Tcanitn ) We cannot give our lives for the salvation of the world, 0

But with h ivi

i Anzigiss f_ull of thanksglvmg for what Jesus has given us, we can follow Jesus’ example of gfenerous

(let him qive) 1 1ot Merely an example alone. It's lso our Lord’s command. “The one who contributes.
give) in generosity.” (Rom. 12:8)

So, w ; j

i ks ehdegiwe give to help others who are in need, and when we bring offerings to the Lord, we should strivé

vt s bS command and follow the pattern He has established for us. Jesus did not give us leftovers. He
est. So, we should not give leftovers, either, but the first and best of what He has given us. Jesus

did not give as an afterth i . | '
: foundation
of the world. ught, but according to the plan of salvation God established from the

So, whgn It comes to our offerings to the Lord, we should make a thoughtful plan to give generously, !'n
proportion to the way He has blessed us. Like the Macedonian Christians, who gave according to their
?bl]lty —and even beyond their ability (2 Cor. 8:3) — we can and should give a generous portion of the
Income that God provides us to honor the Lord.

So also, we should give freely, just as Jesus gave freely for us. There is no compulsion involved in our
works of love and our offerings to the Lord. Nor do we give grudgingly. We should give freely and cheerfully
because we want to out of thanksgiving. “Each as he purposes in his heart,” as the Lord says. (2 Cor. 9:7)
There is no New Testament ceremonial law involved here. Rather, we are free to give as generously as our

Savior has given for us.

In the same way, our Lord teaches us to give generously out of love — love for Him and for our neighbor.
Genuine love is always love in deed (1 John 3:18), love such as Jesus showed us all. Itis love that sees
our neighbor in need and gives generously to help him. It is love that hears the Word of the Lord and does
what it says. If we truly love, we give generously. If we give without love, our giving is not truly following

Jesus.

Finally, we follow Jesus in generosity when we give for a good purpose to thank the Lord and support His
gospel ministry and other works of mercy. The people of Israel gave generously for the service of God's
gospel purposes, to construct and support the operation of the tabernacle. For that was the place where the
Lord received the Old Testament sacrifices, through which He bestowed the forgiveness of sins on His
people. So, they gave abundantly — so abundantly that they had to be told to stop giving. (Ex. 36:5-6)

In the same way, we should bring generous offerings to support the Lord's work of bestowing His gifts of
forgiveness, life, and salvation in our congregations through the preaching and teaching of His Word,
Baptism, and the Lord’s Supper. We should support the Lord’s work of caring for those who are poor and

needy.

Our Savior calls us to follow His example in generous giving. Let us then, with thankful hearts, rededicate
ourselves to following Him in generosity.




St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Incomel Expense Report March 2020

INCOME

Contributions

$ 22,746.10

Commodities Income

Other Misc Income

550.00

St. Paul's Lutheran Lowell - pension-health reimbursement & supplies

Preschool

Maintenance & Repair Fund

Misc Income

Workmans Comp Insurance refund

Education Fund (Concordia)

Scholarship Fund

VBS Contributions

VBS Offering

R R RV VR RN RV N RV RV, EV,R
=
o

EXPENSES

$ 23,306.10

Payroll

5,792.43

Pension & Health

2,957.39

Insurance

Discretionary Fund

Furnishings

Pastor's Expenses

cell phone, mileage, etc.

Board of Education

Preschool Expenses

Printed Materials

Sunday School & Midweek, My Devotions, Luth Witness, Portals Prayer, Etc.

Custodial Supplies

Office Supplies copy paper
Equipment -

Telephone. 137.02

Utlities 1,353.64

Labor & Repairs

$705.89 Black Hills Energy, $505.00 Southern Power, $142.75 City Utils
2019 microphone system, headsets :

Maintenance

Anstine Fire Equipment inspection & services

Miscellaneous 200.00 |Guest Organist
Music 44.00
Missions 378.00

Non-Budget Missions

$150 Russian Orphanage, $30 Lutheran Witness $100 Gauthier Family

Vacation Bible School

MM%([’;MMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMM
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Education Fund (Concordia)

Scholarships S z
NACC Membership Dues S -

$ 13,426.54
Monthly Total $ 9,879.56




o Thursday, May 7%, 2020
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W - GOD'S GLORY

i
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| -~ 2020 NATIONAL PRAYER FOR AMERICA

Lord, we exist to give YOU glory. We exist because of Your glory, and in Your glory, as
jour Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer. We give you thanks and praise for every breath
fénd moment You have given to us. We repent of our sin; for the shameful things we

( have done against You and for our silence when we did not speak up to proclaim Your
SR fl}%lame, profess Your Word, or protect and practice Your will. We ask your forgiveness.
!Ve pray that the knowledge of the glory of the Lord will spread across or nation and the I

BTt L R T

tire earth as we seek Your'Kingdom and righteousness; as we walk in obedience to

knowledge of the glory of the Lord.” You have taught us to pray, commanded us to
' and commlsswned us to share Your gospel of grace. Your glory fills our hearts
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May 2020 St. Paul’s Lutheran Church - Kenesaw Nebraska \ p
Paul Duffy, Pastor Office 752-3421 Home 752-3536 Cell 308-216-1254 http://stpaulskenesaw.org )
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
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